AIChE Safety and Health Division Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

Houston, Texas April 24, 2007

In Attendance:

Ron Willey, Northeastern University, Chair

Kathy Pearson, Rohm & Haas, Acting Secretary

Bob Benedetti, NFPA

Scott Berger, CCPS

Jack Chosnek, KnowledgeOne

Dave Clark, Du Pont

Joe Cramer, AIChE

Dan Crowl, Michigan Tech

Walt Frank, ABS Consulting

Randy Freeman, S & P P Consulting

Stan Grossel, Process Safety & Design

Frank H.Gurry, Procter & Gamble

Chris Hanauska, Hughes Associates

Dennis Hendershot, Chilworth Technology

Dave Hermann, Du Pont

Bob Johnson, Unwin Company

Jean-Paul Lacoursiere, Universite de Sherbrooke

Lisa Long, U.S. Chemical Safety Board

Joe Louvar, PSP/CCPS

Sam Mannan, Texas A&M

John Murphy, Process Safety Services

Phil Myers, Advantage Risk Solutions

Karen Person, CCPS

Dick Prugh, Chilworth Technology

Dick Schwab, retired

Erdem Ural, Loss Prevention Science & Technologies

Opening

· The meeting was called to order by Dr. Willey at 6 :00 PM. 

· Reviewed current Committee Roster (Attachment 1).

· The minutes from the 2006 meeting were approved. (Attachment 2).

· There was no Executive Committee Chair’s Report.  (R. Willey)

Process Safety Progress Papers

Randy Freeman reviewed options generated for distributing Process Safety Progress papers (Attachment 3).  Dan Crowl reported that as part of renegotiation with Wiley publishing, Wiley offered to put papers on there existing website.  Committee discussed pros and cons of different options.  S&H division would like to put on a website, but contract with Wiley would restrict access to S&H division members only.  The S&H division website is not set up for password access. 

Action – R. Willey will contact AICHE web expert from AIChE (Christine Grady) to further discuss options.  Ron will get back to Randy Freeman with expanded options.

Nominating Committee

The nominating committee is seeking candidates for nomination to the executive board for 2008.  Nominations should be given to B. Benedetti.

Treasurers Report 

The treasurer’s report was reviewed (A. Ness) and approved (Attachment 4). 

AIChE Status Report (J. Cramer, K. Person)

AIChE had a good year financially – achieved goals early.  AIChE has appoved, in principal, a reduced membership fee for international members (based on World Bank ratings).  

2007 Spring meeting has been successful. EBPC is encouraging development of some sessions for World Congress of Chemical Engineering International Safety Conference in 2009 but not to include topical conferences.  AIChE does not feel that the entire Global Conference could move without leaving significant hole in Spring meeting.  We would like to sponsor a joint session.  2009 options include Chicago and San Antonio.  2010 could be back in Houston.

Joint meeting planned with ACS in Spring 2008.  AIChE and ACS are actively encouraging planners to jointly sponsor sessions.  Open membership will allow attendance at any session. 

Spring 2008 meeting will be in New Orleans Convention Center (April 6).  Hyatt is unlikely to be open and has released AIChE from contract. 

Action - Bob Johnson will meet with Pete Lodal about seeing if we can convince AIChE (Jeff Wood) to hold next year’s Global Congress on Process Safety in the middle of the New Orleans Convention Center instead of at the far end [Done].

ACS Liaison report (D. Hendershot) 

The ACS Health & Safety Division is interested in coordinating the 2008 program with the AIChE S&H division; however, there has not been much activity yet because the ACS planning process has not yet started.

Action – D. Hendershot will pass Call-for-Papers on to ACS.

Safety and Health Division Newsletter

D. Hendershot has volunteered to be associate editor starting July 1, 2007.

Action – R. Willey will follow-up on next issue of Newsletter.  

Process Safety Rrogress Report (D. Crowl) 

Editorial meeting tomorrow night (April 25, 2007 -minutes Attached).  PSP has a 1 issue backlog of papers.  Increasing number of unsolicited papers are being received – mostly academic.  Wiley did increase the page count slightly. 

Global Conference Reports
2008 Joint Call-for-Papers is out.  Coordination between LPS and PPSS has been very good this year.  

Action - B. Johnson to email 2008 Loss Prevention Symposium and 2008 Global Congress calls for paper out to all Safety & Health Division members.

Action – K. Pearson to convey to joint planning group the suggestion that the Case Histories Session be done in memorial to Walt Howard and Walt Silowka. 

2007 LPS (C. Hanauska) – Conference going well, attendance is good (60-100 attendees in sessions). 2008 chair is D. Clark.

2007 PPSS (P. Myers) – Conference going well.  Papers have been very good.  Attendance has been variable, some sessions very full (180-190 attendees), others have been lightly attended (~20).  PPSS has had several audio/visual issues this year.  First session was almost 20 minutes late starting because of A/V issues (took 20 minutes to move wall, podium microphone problems).  2008 chair is J. Chosnek, co-chair is J. Champion.  MOTION – S&H division perpetually fund best paper award in PPSS track. Money would provide plaque. APPROVED.

CCPS - No one available to give report.

Spring Meeting Comments (all)

Some people did not have affiliation on name badges.

Action – R. Willey will request that company’s names be listed on the badges.

Disscussed issue of no coffee provided on some breaks and coffee running out at other breaks.  Coffee has been traditionally paid for during announcement of Bill Doyle award.  Now that 3 sessions are concurrent, division could only pay for coffee for 1 day anyway.

MOTION - Safety & Health Division to pay for coffee at break next year.  REJECTED.

Action – R. Willey will convey complaints about coffee to AIChE.  Note: Vendors complained that there was not traffic in the Exhibition area and many vendors felt it was connected to few breaks.

Complaints about Confex system – PPSS session leaders uploaded papers to minimize authors need to use the system, but authors received misleading emails anyway.

Awards Committee Report (R. Benedetti)

R. Benedetti reported that there were no nominations for the Walton Miller award for 2007.  

MOTION - Enhance Walton Miller award to $1000. APPROVED  

Student Design Awards (J. Louvar)

Two groups awards were announced the 2006 Student Contest Problem. From the University of New Hampshire:  Ali M. Ali, Eric Beauregard, and John Kaye  Advisor P.T. Vasudevan and From the South Dakota School of Mines & Tech: Brandon Coyle, Daniel Hammarsten, and Jeremiah Shumway Advisor:  David Dixon 

Discussed naming award after Walt Howard, but SACHE already has a student safety design award named for Walt Howard.  

MOTION – S&H division fund up to four, $600 awards annually. APPROVED.

AFTER MEETING MOTION – Name one award after Walt Silowka.

Continuing Education 

Follow up to motion last year to abolish the CE committee since CE has been transferred to the ASME.  Motion was tabled last year until we could check the bylaws.  Bylaws checked and abolishing CE will not require amendment.  

MOTION - Abolish the Continuing Education committee. APPROVED.

S&H Division website 

Discussed briefly.  Our website is currently maintained by Michigan Tech, which, currently, is costing less than $500/year.  Division saw no reason to change. 

Recruitment of new members to the Division.
Action – R. Willey to contact AIChE about contacting local section chairs requesting their assistance in notifying local section members about joining the division .

2008 Pre-symposium Seminar

2008 pre-symposium seminar proposed for confined space entry, specifically related to bulk storage tanks, and on tank entry supervision (Bob Benedetti)

Action – B. Benedetti will speak to AIChE meeting organizers about joint sponsorship of 2008 pre-symposium seminar confined space entry, specifically related to bulk storage tanks, and on tank entry supervision.  No further action required from the division presently.

Meeting Ajourned at 7:30 PM







