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Plagiarism is the act of using someone else’s work (ideas, inventions, or written works) without giving proper credit to the originator so as to allow others to believe the work is your own. There can be many reasons for a report to appear to have plagiarized the work of another – ranging from willful intent to deceive on one end, to a student-author’s misunderstanding of proper citation practices on the other.
Plagiarizing is always considered dishonest and unethical and must be avoided. A student found guilty of plagiarism at Michigan Tech will receive a punishment ranging from a written warning, through a reduction in grade, up to permanent expulsion from the university. The complete MTU policy can be reviewed at the following web link:
http://www.studentaffairs.mtu.edu/dean/judicial/policies/academic_integrity.html
There are several excellent web resources for understanding what plagiarism is and how to avoid it. The Council of Writing Program Administrators (WPA), a national association of college professors with a focus on academic writing, provides some discussion on the reasons plagiarism occurs and best practices for avoiding it. The full article can be viewed at http://www.wpacouncil.org/node/9 
As defined by Purdue University Online Writing Laboratory (OWL) resource center in their article, Avoiding Plagiarism, revised by Karl Stolley, and edited by Dana Lynn Driscoll, Sept. 18, 2007, plagiarism is “…the uncredited use (both intentional and unintentional) of somebody else's words or ideas.” The author goes on to say that, “While some cultures may not insist so heavily on documenting sources of words, ideas, images, sounds, etc., American culture does. A charge of plagiarism can have severe consequences, including expulsion from a university or loss of a job, not to mention a writer's loss of credibility and professional standing.” See the full article at: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/
Some students in the CM4110 and CM4120 courses seem to have difficulty deciding what needs to be cited and how to properly cite. View the OWL article referenced above and follow the links at the bottom of the page to learn how to decide if something is common knowledge, if it must be cited, and how to properly cite the works of others.

Your lab reports must have a list of references at the end of the report. From the 2007 CM4110 Course Syllabus and Handbook, page 19:
c.
References.

i.
Create a list of all literature sources and place it at the end of your report.

ii.
For text references, list the author, title, publisher, publisher’s location, date, pages. (example: Caspary, D.W.; The Story of My Life; 4th ed.; Caspary Farm Publishing, Dollar Bay, MI (2003); pp. 1739-1802.)

iii.
For web references list the website, the name of the company, the name of the author, and the date you accessed the site.

iv.
List references alphabetically by author.

Additionally, within the body of your report all equations, statements, figures, artwork, etc. that you did not create yourself must be given proper credit. Immediately after the appearance of another’s work place the author’s name, year of publication, and page number in brackets. As an example for the quote lifted out of the Course Handbook: [Caspary, 2007, p.19]. The same procedure holds for equations, statements, figures, artwork, etc. that appear in your PowerPoint slide show for Oral Presentations. Follow these recommendations and you will add credibility to your own work and gain the trust of your readers.
